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In conference July 31 Jidda with Colonel Foote, Acting 
NHUSMIM, I told him I did not wish persecute Lieutenant 
Colonel French but did not want see him here in Jidda and 
felt that, even if he were not officially reprimanded, 

his usefulness in his present job was as questionable as 

the desirability of keeping him in the country. In my 
opinion evidence in this case of his lack of judgment can 
have elements of danger to my mission and task of country 
team but I did not say this to Foote. Latter said as 

result EMBTEL 41 to Dhahran (62 to Department) he had told 
French to remain in Dhahran and refrain from talking to 
anyone. Foote wishes leave disposition French to General 
‘McGehee when latter returns and I have agreed somewhat 
reluctantly but hoping fervently that he will do no harm 
meanwhile. You may inform Colonel Hubbard, Acting Commander 
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I propose to send through representative ARAMCO (which already 
aware of plot) in Riyadh following personal, sealed, unsigned 
letter to the King with verbal message letter from me: 
"Through his deputy Chief of Diwan I have informed Prince 
Faisal that from outside the country I have received a report 
that a plot is underway against the Royal Family. There may 

be no foundation to this report but I have personally suggested 

| to Prince Faisal that it might be the part of wisdom for, him 

| to return at this time to Riyadh, the capital of His Majesty's 

| Kingdom, and the safest place te guard against plots. 
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With great respect and friendship". 


King in past has given me information in unsigned letters. 
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Colonel Foote, acting CHUSMIM, reported to me July 31 that a 
with reference telegram in mind he ordered Tolbert to a 
Dhahran July 30, ostensibly for vacation (#) planned 

previously to begin August 7. Since sudden withdrawal 

Tolbert may conceivably become connected with my warning 

to Faisal, I should have preferred it if Foote had consulted 

me before taking action and have so informed Foote through 

DCM. Tolbert now in Jidda for conference with me August 1 


and 2 and, as agreed with Foote, will return Taif August 3, nog 
thence Dhahran August 7 for Jerusalem trip August 13-14 before . 
returning Taif. Foote reports Tolbert had no idea he was tee, 


in anyway vulnerable. 


Foote and I agree that Carter, Chief Taif Detachment, and 
his executive McCormack, are not now vulnerable enough to 
warrant their transfer. In this connection I told Foote 
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until General McGehee returns. = 


2 0D OQ 

: a & of warning I had sent ‘Faisal making it clear that I had 

“4 = given no hint of military involvement in plot or locatItn ¥ 
< © chosen for coup. 
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5 As for Frenth, Colonel Foote desires him to remain<D! an 
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Colonel Foote, acting CHUSMIM, reported to me July 31 that 
with reference telegram in mind he ordered Tolbert to 
Dhahran July 30, ostensibly for vacation trip to Jerusalem 
which had been planned previously to begin August 7. Since 
Sudden withdrawal Tolbert may conceivably become connected 
with my warning to Faisal, I should have preferred it if Foote 
had consulted me before taking action and have so informed 
Foote through DCM. Tolbert now in. Jidda for conference with 
me August 1 and 2 and, as agreed with Foote, will return Taif 
August 3, thence Dhahran August 7 for Jerusalem trip August 
13-14 before returning Taif. Foote reports Tolbert had no 
idea he was in anyway vulnerable. 
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Foote and I agree that Carter, Chief Taif Detachment, and 
his executive McCormack, are not now vulnerable enough to 
warrant their transfer. In this connection I told. Foote 
of warning I had sent Faisal making it clear that I had T] 
given no hint of military involvement in plot ox location 
chosen for coup. ams 
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- As for French, Colonel Foote desires him to remain Dhghirapr 
until General McGehee returns. 4 =e 
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I learned this morning from Colonel Foote, acting CHUSMIM, 

- + that he received July 29 Intelligence Bublication from USAFE 
reporting certain facts about military plot against Crown 
Prince’ Faisal and other membexs Royal Family at Taif. I can 
not understand this shocking yevelation and circulation of 
‘tnformation I have considered TOP SECRET and so informed 
everyone whom I thought to be aware of it. I understand 
now, also from Colonel Foote, that aside from Foote and French, 
Brinkerhoff at Riyadh and MIM Detachment Taif, Major Clark, 
Chief of OSI activities SECAIRDIV, has also been. in the know 
and may have been responsible for informing USAFE. 
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You should urgently request Clark to report through you to 
me what prebisely is said in this publication from USAFE and what 
- gecurity classification was given it. Tf understand classificatio 
was SECRET but I am not sure if. it was also NOFORN or not. 
Preferable of course that reports be TOP SECRET but essential 
‘summaries be classified NOFORN or if necessary 80 reclassified 
at once. 
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You should also ascertain from Major Clark what ;other elements © 
in SECAIRDIV are in the know. and have distributed all io 
sensitive information. Moreover, you should inform Coson Hubbagé, 
acting Commander SECMIRDIV, how disturbed I am that he, @ member a, 
Jountry Team in absence General McGehee, should! have permitted mg 
this highly delicate series of reports to become outrageopeLy ty 

widely distributed, 
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“.2- 72, August 1, 4 p.m., from Jidda 


In view physical separation of military and civilian 


elements Country Team, I want you to deputize for me in Dhahran 
and inform Hubbard and Foote that they must not take action 

on Country Team matters such as this without consulting 

you and through you myself. In this connection you should 

show these officers DEPTEL 72 repeated 63 Dhahran. 
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Jabbar, Deputy Director Faisal's Diwan, came to see me this G) 
morning with an answer from Faisal to the warning I had sent > 
him through Jabbar. O 
He said Faisal thanked me for the warning but had wondered if I = 
did not have some helpful details which perhaps I had suppressed 00 
for reasons of not wishing to involve the Embassy in internal 1 
political struggles. i 
) 
Oo 


I told Jabbar we had nothing to contribute at this time beyond 
the report which had come to is of a plot against the Royal 
Family but that if later we had some details either confirming 
ox denying this reported plot, I would transmit them to His 
Highness. 


Jabbar finally desisted from endeavoring to elicit further 
information and launched into praise of Prince Faisal. I 
warmly agreed that Prince Faisal had done an excelle job 
in initiating fiscal and administrative order and honesty in the 
Saudi Government. I asked whether with his; plans for economic 
develqpment Faisal had any thoughts of political deve opment pone 
and Jabbar stated very positively that he was certain ¢ftat for Oc 
the next years no political reforms were planned; in F isal's egw 
views SA was not ready for constitutional or par liatiantany Ww 
8 ingtitutions. yO BAN} 
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-2- 79, August 2, 7 pem., from Jidda 


Jabbar said he was off tomorrow to Beirut fox several weeks 
rest which he needed since he was very depressed over the 
situation. He avoided, however, giving very specific answers 
as to the cause of his pessimism. 
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Following is complete text item appearing in weekly counter 
intelligence briefs period ending July 18, 1960, publication 
by Directorate Special Investigations, Inspector Generai, 
Headquarters USAFE, APO 332% 


Saudi Arabia 


(Cc) Coup being pianned by Saudi military. 
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A usually reliable source has advised that high-ranking 
members of the Saudi military are in the process of planning 
a coup d'etat. The coup is scheduled for the near future 

at a time when the Ministry of Defense staff and Crown 
Prince Faisal will be visiting the Taif area. Plans are to 


Be 1k kill Faisal and the Ministry staff during scheduled training 
B uw % exercises in the area. The planners of the coup believe 
| 2 . this drastic action will shock the country and demonstrate 
3 a the seriousness of the revolution. (B-3) (Secret) 
5 x» Comment: There have been earlier reports of a possible coup 
eg . by the same elements; however, the lack of ammunition and = 
B coordination was given as the reason for the delay|4jn its © c. 
2 execution. If the above report is true, it woild seem that ru a 
o these difficulties have been overcome and an oppomeene time Ww 
pe is all that is awaited. It is possible that tHe plot may gy) 
iS be directed by King Saud; also that the informatidn could be. O 
= "planted" to gauge American reaction. (Secret) — UNLESS ~unctassiri fh 
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-2- 83, August 2, 3 p.m., from Dhahran 


Publication classified secret with stamp requiring special 
handling and stating publication not releasable to foreign 
nationals. In addition, publication carries caution effort 
should be made limit dissemination to individuals who have 
actual need to know in performance their official duties. 
These individuals cautioned on need discreet handling. 
Dissemination outside Department of Defense prohibited 
except with prior approval Director OSL. 


Publication distributed in multiple copies to twenty-four 
separate air force, army and navy installations, for the 
most part in Europe, but also in US, including all district 
offices and detachments of OSI, USAFE. Copies formally 
distributed for reading among several offices each head- 
quarters list of distribution points in next following 
telegram. 


Major Clark says he has advised OSI, USAFE against further 
publication any information concerning rumored coup, which 
advice OSI, USAFE has acknowledged. 
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Lt. Col. Carter, commander USMIM detachment at Taif for past four months, 


Hagim Salaiman, commander Battle Group at Taif, had just dismissed two of 
his company commanders for "non*cooperation™. Carter regards these officers 
as militarily competent and thinks reason for dismissal may have been 
politicale , 


Another new item is statement July 28 in reply question of MIM office 

at Taif by Khaliil Jabr, assistant to Economic Development Chief/Mincom 

- , Jamjoums that King Saud expected visit Taif tenth Carter supposes this 

‘means Auge 10 rather than earlier tenth of Arabic month because usual 
preparation of palace for such visits not rpt not yet in evidence. (Air 
Attache Jidda heard duly 23 from Khalil Rawwaf, Jidda employee of Prince 
Talal, that King had called meeting of Princes at Riyadh and Prince Faisal. 
in reply had’ suggested meeting be held Taif where weather more agreeablo. 
This information not rpt not confirmede Meanwhile, Max Carter, ARAMCO 
rep Jidday had heard at Taif last week that Council Ministers being 
recessed for a monti soon to give each ministry chance prepare its budget 
for next fiscal year, but Embassy sources in FONOFF and elsewhere have 
heard nothing of this and state Council Ministers doing business as 
usual Taif.) 
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Col. Carter says meanwhile Crown Prince Faisal passes MIM quarters 
daily, relatively inconspicuous and with anall. bodyguard on way his 
office in old Turkish building used by Ministry Defense and Aviatjone 
Prince Fahad (MINDEF) stayed about a week at guost house, reportedly in 
Taif on an “intelligence matter” but apparently without paying ay 
attention to Hazim, and departed about July 21+ Other eset n and 
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out and various palaces Taif evidently ocoupiede Prince Kh 
Army Chief, in Taif but not xpt not Interior Ministers 
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Sa officer 
in hospital. Seems Col. Hagim has persuaded Gen. Isa (in five er 
; talk, according to Col. Foote, Acting Chief USMIM, whom I saw July 31) 
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Gol. Carter points out that military depots at all command levels bulge with 
supplies often urgently needed in field but venerally not known aboute Hazim, he 


_‘thinks, does know what Taif depots hold and with ‘such material can put up good fighte 


Moreover, Hazim's lattle Group has weapons "in better shape than a UeS. soldier could 
“keep them in the desert". Its transport in good shape too although POL still chronic= 
ally short, apart from what could be commandeered in a fight from civilian depotse 

Cole Carter puts number of deadwood officers replaced by Hazim at 28 and notes replace= 
ments are recent graduates Saudi Military Academye Discipline is strict and morale 

is high despite inconveniences due to hasty formation this vnite Troops have no 
problem with venal outside paymasters because Hagzim past 273 months has set up 
exceptional procedure of requisitioning funds and having his own headquarters pay 

theme 


Other mil units Taif are 700-man Third Battalion of Tenth Infantry, acting com> 
mander of which was a cadet under Hazim and would cooperate with hime 4oo-man 
artillery unit has limited combat capability. MP Company excellent unit with selected 
men but small. Commander of 200-man armored car unit (Major AL Shaikh?) is "King's 
man" not rpt not cooperative with Hazim and may be keeping Saudi intelligence informed 
about lattere ‘Training regiment with 150-200 men also on scenes Tanks would not 
rpt not be factor since only ones in Taif are with traineese Commander of Taif areas 
General Assaf, can cut off administrative support of fighting units and is a "King's 
man" but Col. Hazim has a younger brother serving as $3 to Admine Unit Commande © 


White Army, which Cole Carter says sits astride Regular Army water supply line 
Yaif, has battalion of 8071000 men with 150 vehicles near King's palace also 
probably another unit south of Taif with new jecps and trucks Capability ¢ goinst 
Battle Group unknowne 


Re Hazim, Col. Carter thinks he is military leader of plotters and that there 
must be other, civilian leaders; for Hazim seoms out of his field in politicse 
He seoms not rpt not even to use Communist line or cliches but Cole Carter would 
like to know if he visited Hast Germany as well as West during sojournse (Embassy 
Comments Would be useful check this as far as possiblee). He is primarily Egyptian 
trained but does not rpt not want Nasser running Saudi Arabiae Hazim is generally 
serious but has good sense of humor and seems vastly different from average Saudi 
officers, especially in listening to advice from junior officers and even from UeSe 
non=conse He is a natural leadere 


Hagim's main questions to Capte folbert, who has spent six hours & day with him 
past six months, are (1) why doos UeSe support present regimes (2) has UeSo a 
mutual security pact with King to preserve hia rule (Tolbert reportedly replied UsSe _ 
never had pact to support foreign fovte in its internal aeraieaye Hazim has also 
expressed repeatedly admiration for swift military technical achievement of US 
in landing troops in Lebanon and asserts that liberal-minded people in Saudi Arabia 
fear their "plans" may be upset by (a) UeS. intervention on behalf of King and (b) 
intervention TWA pilots of Saudi Airline to help royal family distribute counter™ 
“revolutionary men and moneys ! 
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Cole Carter said reaction of Hazim toward praise of Crown Prince Faisal was that 
latter had been only partly successful in putting’ King on a budget and Faisal was a 
. physical coward always fearful for his lifee Carter also notes that various Saudi 
officers point out that Faisal has not rpt not spent a cent on Saudi Army 


On July 31 Cole Foote, Acting CHUSMIM, told me following: (1) he understood 
Hagim would like to "get" King more than Faisal; (2) Hagzim had told Tolbert that 


_ General fassan, Chief of Staff, was not rpt not sick but remaining Beirut to avoid 


danger; (3) six truckloads ammo had reached Taif, USMIM being unaware they had left 
Al Kharj, and 12 more expected Taifs (4) recent practice at Taif had revealed M-1 
rifles would not fire because ammo made by French manufacturer at Al Kharj lacked 
sufficient powder for automatic ejections 


Will report separately current conversations with Capte Tolberte — 


My in 


RHHawkins, Jr/ml. 


a cgereet C 
afed io: See" 


aPIDENTIAL 
@ 


9) 
DO eg GDS 1, 24 


‘ 
A 
tat : 7 su As 2 
Aavinorized BY Be ree ties COL» 


FORM DS-747 1. TOP SECRET CONTROL NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE AcM:8/60/BOLL55/1 
TOP SECRET COVER SHEET 


a BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHEO OOCUMENT(S) (Origin, subject, reference no. or 2. COPY INFORMATION 
other pertinent data) 


Agme G-12 fre didda dtde 8/3/60 


ACTION COPY INFORMATION COPY...-_____. 


TELEGRAMS, OESPATCHES, ETC,————___________ 


COPY NO. OF COPIES 
5. FORWARDED 3. OATE AND NAME OF PERSON PREPARING FORM 
8/12/60 LEO DOLOFF 
(Date) (Top Secret Control Officer) 
6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
PERSONS TO WHOM ROUTED OR OFFICE 
READING DOCUMENT SYMBOL SIGNATURES OATE RECEIVED DATE READ DATE RELEASED 


BN 
x 4 
SS 
NS 

\ 


me | 
LEG 
lL | 
- RX 
Bs | 
le 
| 


| 
it 
| 


Yu. Ss GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958-478152 


WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 


RG: 059 TAB #: 26 
ENTRY: CDF60-63 ae 4 4/c/ 
COPIES/PPS/CLASS/SPECMARK 
BOX: 2065 
ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


Folder Title: 786A.00/8-160 


eon nn 


Document Date: 04/08/60 


em 


Document Ser#: 


TEL 98 FR DHAHRAN TO SEC STAT 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated in 
general and specific record group restriction statements which are available 
for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn because it 


contains: 


X Security-Classified Information 


NND: 949570 WITHDRAWN: 02/28/95 by: rmh 


FOIA RETRIEVAL #: 949570 02065 00026 


WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 


RG: 059 TAB #: 27 
ENTRY: CDF60-63 1 / 4/c/ 
COPIES /PPS/CLASS / SPECMARK 
BOX: 2065 
ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


Folder Title: 786A.00/8-160 
Document Date: 05/08/60 


Document Ser#: 


a 


TEL 90 FR JIDDA TO SEC STAT 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated in 
general and specific record group restriction statements which are available 
for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn because it 


contains: 


X Security-Classified Information 


NND: 949570 WITHDRAWN: 02/28/95 by: rmh 


FOIA RETRIEVAL #: 949570 02065 00027 


w.., 


37 -W eens ; z eg 
=| 2 : em, COMBOS, vi 8 
Action Paula = xads 1, 2{3)4 Classification Control : 3006 es 
Authorized By # Guy A. Lee . NEMA) Rec'd: August 5, 1960 22 
NA April 1, 1975 é 6:39 a.m. | a 
FROM: Dhahran g4 
Info 7 S i ned 
Ss TO: Secretary of State — e G7 ; Yee BE 
ae NO: 99, August 5, 3 p.m. o BR 
C | 
RMR SENT DEPARTMENT 99, REPEATED INFORMATION JIDD . 
LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 
DEPTEL 84. 
~ 
Assumption correct. Arrangement does not cover or a 
interfere with direct reporting to Department by ea 
Embassy and Consulate General. . 
.@) 
Oo 
SCHWIN ~ 
G 
1 
JAK:ALB/8 a 
©) 
z 2 So 
eB & 3 
fer) —- 
pu u 
a 7 a Cc. 
- Ss 2 se ences w ‘ 
s ; 2 om 
: | i T Oo 
B ae a 9) 
® 8 Wn 
qo ti 
8 le) 
SN REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 7% 
PERBECRET COPY !S PROHIBITED. 
"UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” 
; Classification 
PERMANENT 


RECORD COPY e This copy must be returne 


d to RM/R central files with notation of action tak 


a 
ae 
b 


roy DS-747 1. TOP SECRET CONTROL NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


TOP SECRET COVER SHEET TEE: 8/60/3006/1 


4. ‘BRIEF DESCRIPTIDN DF ATTACHED DDCUMENT(S) (Origin, subject, reference no. or 2. COPY INFORMATION 
other perlinent data) 


ACTION BOPY...._______-_ INFORMATION COPY 


Tele99 fro Dhahran dtd. 8/5/60 


TELEGRAMS, DESPATCHES, ETC.——————_______________ 


COPY NO. OF COPIES 
5. FORWARDED 3. DATE AND NAME OF PERSON PREPARING FORM 
8/5/60 LEO DOLOFF 
Date) (Top Sccret Control Officer) 
6. 7. &. ; 9. 10. lL. 
PERSONS TO WHOM ROUTEO OR OFFICE 
REAOING OOCUMENT SYMBDL SIGNATURES DATE RECEIVED OATE REAO DATE RELEASED 


Fig aa Ta Ae I 
aes a aT See aki 
HF Ete | WE | Lsfbu 
= eae aa 


w/); 


La 


y Ky 


Aah, go f7C~ > ‘A 


: 
; 


NN 

AA 
INT 
MILA 


a U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1959—499214 


WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 


RG: 059 TAB #: 28 


ENTRY: CDF60-63 1 / 3 /c/ 


BOX: 2065 
ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


Folder Title: 786A.00/8-160 


Document Date: 06/08/60 


Document Ser#: 


TEL 105 FR DHAHRAN TO SEC STAT 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated in 
general and specific record group restriction statements which are available 
for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn because it 


contains: 


X Security-Classified Information 


NND: 949570 WITHDRAWN: 02/28/95 by: rmh 


FOIA RETRIEVAL #: 949570 02065 00028 


4 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department oj State ACTION COPY” 
SiS Se eee 
a5 -Qamecel ic. SOR CORT peD OME 


ad 


od SUL 


softy 12220 ulwy > 
paumeay aq sn uawins 


Actid}{thorized By a Guy A, Lee - NEA Control: 4022 

NEA April 4. 1975 Ripe Rec'd: August 6, 1960 
FROM: Jidda 2:16 P.M. 

Info  e. 
TO: Secretary of State ~ i 

ss : 

G NO: 95, August 6, 11 A.M. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) 

SP 

C 

IRC SENT DEPARTMENT 95; REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 73. 


DEPARTMENT - LIMIT DISTRIBUTION. m 
RMR a 


DHAHRAN - EYES ONLY SCHWINN. FD 


Russell personally gave King in Riyadh following oral message 
August 4; 


"Through his Deputy Chief of Diwan the Ambassador informed 
prince Faisal that from outside the country he had received 

a report that a plot is underway against the Royal Family. 
There may be no foundation to this report but he ventured to 
suggest to prince Faisal that it might be the part of wisdom 
for him to return at this time to Riyadh, the capital of Your 
Majesty's Kingdom and the safest place to guard against plots." 


ad wf 


Approach made through Shaikh Id Binssalem, Keeper Privy Purse 

and head-Rgyal garage. When Russell said he had important 

verbal: message to King from Ambassador to be dalivered personally 
- Shaikh Id immediately recounted his unsuccessful efforts contact 
Embassy through ARAMCO in order verify report of rumor of plot 
allegedly passed by Ambassador to Prince Faisal. (Dhahran 
telegram 75). Russell replied he unaware efforts Shaikh Id 
contact ARAMCO to which latter commented Russell's arrival 
timely and inquired whether subject of message to King did not 
concern plot. 
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Since Shaikh Id obviously well informed on matter and in confidenc 


‘King, Russell acknowledged surmise correct, orally gave fim 
substance above message and repeated Ambassador's crea ta be 


transmitted to King personally. | al 
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information. Russell replied no further details available 
and no information on location plot. Said unknown source 
outside Kingdom picked up report on trip through Middle 
East so impossible follow up for additional details. 


Shaikh Id commented unlikely report well founded; many such 
rumors about. He said before Haj King received report of 
subversive movement in army but subsequent check revealed 
not serious. Also said additional telegram received from 
prince Faisal stating latter's belief current plot centered 
in Hejax, probably Taif. ‘Shaikh Id discounted its importance, 
however, saying Riyadh very quiet ,King prudent and had firm 
grip on situation. 
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At this point Shaikh Id left room, made telephone call to 
King, returned and said His Majesty was waiting. King received 
Russell alone in private palace quarters. He appeared well 
scrubbed, well fed, composed and in good humor. -After listen- 
ing above oral message from Ambassador, he acknowledged that 
Prince Faisal had informed him of Ambassador's message and 
expressed deep gratitude for this token Ambassador's loyalty, 
friendship and (#) often heard but he had taken necessary pre“ 
cautions to foil them. After all, he had not one but four 

- forces: regular army, royal guard, national guard (white 
army) numbering 27,000 and private group armed retainers. 

- Total men available to him in Riyadh: 6,000. 


Almost as afterthought King asked whether Ambassador had 
indeed suggested Faisal come to Riyadh. Russell explained 
that Ambassador not able assess accuracy of report but source 
believed reliable and since Riyadh, as capital, safest place 
in Kingdom to guard against plot, Ambassador thought it wise 
for Faisal to join King there. Moreover, this first report of 
plot received by Ambassador so he felt duty-bound inform 

King. Saud then referred to previous visit by Stoltzfus 

some time ago (presumably about three years) when latter 
reported rumors of subversive movements which came to nothing. 
King repeated necessary safeguards being taken and nothing 
will happen "inshallah". : 
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King said he had been invited visit Taif and Medina and 
planned follow through original intent to complete his yearly 
visit to Hejaz (normally King visits Medina before Haj and 
Taif immediately after). He expects to go to Taif in about 
two weeks and then to Medina (Shaikh Id later reconfirmed 
this, saying King would go to Taif toward end of August). 


At conclusion brief meeting King repeated his appreciation 

at being informed of report of plot by Ambassador and wished 
him good health, God-speed and a prompt return from home leave. 
Indication that King may view rumored plots more seriously 

than admitted was request by Shaikh Id that method of prompt 
communication between him and Embassy be established. Arrange~ 


ment made for him inform chief army section Riyadh if contact 
with Embassy desired. 
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Dhehran for Acting CHUSMIM 
Paris for CINCEUR 
Now that appropriate warnings have been conveyed to Faisal and King 


(Embtels 103 and 95) x Dept believes USG interests best served by disengaging 


from any further initiatives re reported military coup plans. All witting 0: 
US officials, civilian and military, should be cautioned avoid being drawn * 
into further discussion re Hazim's plans or expressing undue interest therein, S 
although if queried they should continue be guided by views set forth = 


Deptel 44, rpt Dhahran 36 and should report fully pertinent conversations. 
We regard it as especially important that no rpt no US officials, civilian — 
or otherwise, speculate on what USG might or might not do in event of coup. Sd 
Lewis Jones discussed foregoing with General McGehee who will on-his return 
to Dhahran next week take appropriate measures notify witting officers 
under his command re above instruction. 
Contents Embtels 71 and 80 brought to General McGehee's attention who 

will take such steps as he feels necessary and will advise Embassy of 


action taken. 
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When in Taif yesterday I told Colonel Carter that he should oO 
instruct any of his detachment who knew anything about it 0) 
not to discuss the "Hazim plot" among themselves and to > 
"play the idiot boy'', answering they knew nothing if : 
questioned by outsiders. Carter replied he had already . 
cautioned his command. < 
G 
However, when I arrived in the plane Carter started to ! 
brief me on latest developments within hearing of my _ 
plane crew and I had to move him away. I think Carter = 
is probably handling the matter allright but I believe O) 
within say a month he should be superseded by someone . oO 
not so closely informed of plot and so inclined to 
take the initiative in detailed discussion of plot with 
Hazim (reference EMBTEL 80). 
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As instructed EMBTEL 75, I orally advised Barger of Russell's 
conversation in Riyadh August 4 (EMBTEL 73). On same day, as 
instructed in EMBTEL 69, I asked Colonel Foote and Colonel 
Hubbard to come in and gave them oral briefing major development, 
including warnings given Fais@l-and King. on August 10, as in- 
structed in EMBTEL 78, I cautioned the Colonels against dissem- 
inating information concerning warnings, as well as other sen- 
sitive matter. 


However, both expressed serious concern that under existing 
arrangements and limitations their immediately superior head- 
quarters, USAFE in case SECAIRDIV, EUCOM in case USMIM,may not 
be kept adequately informed of developments. In response to 

my questions, they expressed doubt these headquarters being 

kept informed by their superior headquarters, Washington, which. 
doubt shared by CAS, Dhahran, with whom I later discussed their 
comments. Even so, Colonels indicate they believe information 
developed in area should be forwarded from within area to super~ 
jor headquarters rather than relayed back from Washington. 
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Ambassador$ wishes concerning dissemination of formation<fonten. 
ing rumored coup. At same time’ uneasiness and perhaps dilscontent 


I discern no disposition on part Colonels disregard or circumvent 


_ may be developing concerning what Colonels consider correct and 5 
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responsible relationship between them and their superior commands 


. which discontent, if permitted grow over long period, might be —r 


injurious long-term working relationships within countr team. 1g St 
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knowledge completely uninformed concerning rumored coup and whose 
superior, CINCNELM, would gain largest measure responsibility in 
event civil strife in Saudi Arabia developed on large scale. 


I have no easy remedies this situation, which I feel obliged report 
although two alternatives might be considered. one is that intelli- 
gence community, Washington, be requested prepare summary existing 
information concerning coup for distribution to military headquarters 
properly concerned under high classification and strict limitations 
on distribution. Such paper might be accompanied by evaluation help- 
ful to military headquarters. This would assure that military head- 
quarters properly concerned were given such advice and guidance as 
might be appropriate. It would not, however, meet objection local 
headquarters that they currently unable carry out their assigned - 
responsibilities to their superior headquarters. If considered de- 
sirable take this feeling into account, brief summary and evaluation 
might be prepared by Embassy, or by CONGEN if desired, which military 
headquarters in Dhahran area, including COMIDEASTFOR, could despatch 
under high classification and limited distribution to their Superior 
headquarters. 


I shall do my best keep local military headquarters relaxed, but 
would appreciate advice and guidance. 
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In farewell audience with Prince Faisal August 10 I referred MN 
to news of plot sent to him via Shaik Ahmed Abdul: Jabbar, 0 
Deputy Chief Diwan (EMBTEL 68). I said I had no way verify Oo 
accuracy report but since first report of a plot, however unsubp > 
stantiated I had reveiyed, I believed I should inform him. O 
Faisal commented such plot always possible any place, any time. O 
He did pot believe anything would come of it but no one could ~ 
be 100 percent sure;, fools ang madmen always present. Crown 0) 
Prince added intelligence service available to'US much broader ! 
scope and capabilities than his own. | - ai 
I replied was glad to hear little likelihood of anything happen- Oo 
ing and although US worldwide intelligence capability good, O 


within Saudi Arabia Faisal, of course, much better informed than 
we. We had few opportunities gaining such intelligence. aE 
reminded him USG had no foreknowledge of Iraqi coup in 1958 .. 


Faisal answered Iraqi government did have foreknowledge but 
foolishly failed to take heed. peer 


Throughout discussion Faisal showed no evidence. veal ea) ee 
about danger of plot. No special security precautions gyident 
in Taif. King expected arrive in about 8 days." x 


eeSIOACING 


oe 
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to Battle Group is to be taken as a sign. Hazim spoke his 
inadequate supply ammunition, according Carter,’ who added that 
SAG intelligence agents had been active recently in’ Taif. : 
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Evidently SAG hed been alerted to possibility of plot and os 
Hazim awaré, Carter thought, of these intelligence investigations. 


Comment: While most indications seem point against early 
attempt revolt, vistt of King to Taif would, seem present better 
opportunity than usual (if white army’ and Poyal guards not 
too great a deterrent) for plotters catch both King and Crown 
Prince together. If this opportunity not taken, plotters may 
coast along for indeterminate period before again presented 
with similar chande. 
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Colonel Foote and Major Clark called today accompanying 
Lieutenant Colonel Gene T. Moritz, Chief Counterintelligence 
Section, USAFE, Agency to which Clark reports. Moritz said 
USAFE disturbed by cessation flow information concerning . 
rumored coup, and he authorized proceed Dhahran to ‘see what 
could be done to effect its resumption. / 

I said flow information had not ceased because Military 
Intelligence operatives Dhahran were being denied access to 
communications, but rather because bulk of information now 
being developed in Taif and Jidda by Embassy, which reporting 
directly to State. 


I said that I had reported problems Military Intelligence 
operatives to you and read him pertinent sections CONTEL 94 
to which, I said, no reply had yet been received. 
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Moritz assured me USAFE ready to agree to any classification 

and any limitation distribution you might think desirable, 

further assured me nothing further could be published con- 
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Smith in event civil strife in Saudi Arabia and expressed 

hope that he might be kept adequately informed so that he "Tl 

could exercise responsibility if required to do so. I said 

that I believed you appreciated situation. In response His 

request for my evaluation situation, I said I had seen ne Ie 
ed, 
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first seemed case, but in event other members Royal..Fami Mm 
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assembled Taif plotters might be tempted. Cautioned my 
uninformed estimate not to be disseminated. 


At close conversation Colonel Foote said Captain Tolbert had 
returned from Jerusalem and would proceed Taif Tuesday. 
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Referenced EMBTEL did not reach CONGEN until August 14; 
hence, I sent CONTELS 96 and 102 without knowledge its contents. 


I have not yet: informed Lt’. Colonel French of reference 
telegram, lest. I immediately be pounced upon by Lt. Colonel 
Moritz and Major Clark with requests for similar authority. 
In light of EMBTEL 86 I assume you have no objection similar 
authority being given under similar conditions to Clark, but 
I prefer not to grant it without your specific aythorization. 
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In order military may be filled in on developments to date I 
should like again recommend as in CONTEL 96 preparation summary 
and evaluation to be given military headquartersFin Dhahran 
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headquarters. Review material available CONGEN leads 

believe factual summary could be drawn from EMBTELS 5/ and 59,- 
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existence plot but without giving names, place, sourge ér 

time element. Intimation given information came Exap o ide 
Saudi Arabia, King and Prime Minister interested ang gfakeful, 
but not greatly alarmed.'' Foregoing should satisfy immediate ~ 
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At dinner for me at his beach house, Acting Deputy Foreign 
Minister Saggaf drew me aside and asked if there were any 
foundation of rumor I had reported of plot against Royal 
Family. JI said it was an unconfirmed story we had received 
from abroad. 


I thought it well, however, to call on him at the Foreign 
Office and I repeated the same story I had told Ahmed Jabbar 
and Prince Faisal. I remarked to him that Faisal had not 

been alarmed and apparently placed little credence in the 
story. Saggaf said: ''You can be sure there is no active 

plot at the present time; it is far too early for anything 
like that to happen". Although I had made no mention of 
possibility of military being involved, Saggaf volunteered ~ 
that Saudi officers were not yet prepared to rebel against 

the Royal Family. There must be still further reforms as 
regards the Royal Family's privileges but he said the country 
as a whole was not yet ready to accept another system of 
government. He said it was probably true that the Royal 
Family had gobbled up something approaching half the 

revenues before Faisal appeared but Faisal had cut this way 
down. The budget perhaps did understate by 20 milLior-riyals 
or so, the amount that went to the Royal Family but? the, family 
allowances were now not much over 15 percent of thet tal bud- 
get. Saggaff said he had learned of my report thréugh Faisal's 
headquarters, ; ts) 
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Colonel Foote, Deputy Chief USMIM, arrived Jidda morning. August 
24 having spent 24 hours in Taif. There he was surprised learn 
that Hazim Sulaiman, experimental battle group commander, wished 
see him urgently. As it turned out Hazim said it was so diffi- 
cult moreover to obtain gasoline that to get 100 gallons he had 
to use up about 10 in expediting requisitions. Hazim wanted 
Foote bring matter attention General Issa, acting Saudi Arny 
Chief of Staff. Hazim also complained bitterly and at length 
of ‘this situation.to General Azaf, Saudi Taif area commander in 
presence of an American officer. Hazim haa not said a word to 
USMIM officers about his political ideas or plans in past weeks 
but did remark that.SAG was simply not interested in having .an 
efficient Saudi army, and Captain Tolbert learned that while’ he. 
was on leave in Jerusalem Hazim had made a visit to Jidda, Col- 
onel Foote reports that Lt. Colonel Carter, Chief USMIM detach- 
ment TaL£, has distinct impression that Hazim and his group do 
not intend take action for the present. 


oegz-2/00 ves 


omen 


& Colonel Carter also mentioned Crown ‘Prince Faisal has had 8-day 
= 11llness which confined him to palace. Carter thinks King Saud 
© will not visit Taif and notes that workmen|:who were preparing 

@ yoyal palace were called off job, also that royal guard contin- 


gent still remains at level of only one company which has been 
in Talf since June, 
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Foote also reports sidelight that Saudi military have in Teif an WC 
Nanti-rumor committee" and "committee for surveillance-of ri- [0 
cans", .Latter mentioned by Hazim when Colonel Carter ‘had| com- 

Sy plained that Saudi army Taif. area civilian chief named. Sno 
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nothing .about petty thievery by ‘servants assigned to USMIM- 
detachment. Hazim said servants doubtless went through per- 
sonal belongings of US personnel daily under orders from 
Snobar who was head of surveillance "committee", On advice 
Hazim, Carter complained of thefts to police who referred 
matter to local Amir. Latter consulted General Azaf who was 
disturbed that Carter had not come to him in the first place 
because servants were under army and not civilian jurisdiction. 
Azaf stopped thefts. Azaf himself mentioned anti-rumor ''com- 
mittee" when Carter spoke to him of rumors among Saudi officers 
concerning such matters as American responsibility for casual- 
ties among Turkish troops during the Korean war. 


In connection with such rumors Carter finds there are number — 
of Anti-American officers scattered among Saudi units in Taif. 


Foote also said one prominent Saudi merchant (Naim Idriss) in 
Taif had spoken to USMIM officers of recent unusual degree 


dissatisfaction he had found among merchants with trend affairs 
Saudi. Arabia. 
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Shaikh Turki sl=UTAISHAN, Acting SAG Director General Labor ~ 
RMR Department since 1955s resident in Dammam, turned over his duties to CO 
ae Shaikh Abdulla al DHUBAIB, Deputy Director General of Labor Department 0) 
Uf ae on September 13. ConGen is not aware of any nominees to replace Shaikh > 
LS : Turki o © 
ay . * oO 
Shaikh Turki has sought Saudi Government's permission to leave his oO 
labor post tora lon; time but he has always been pressed to remain ~~ 
because there is a shortage of men with same capabilities and experience 10 | 
as Shaikh Turki. 1 
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Shaikh Turki's leaving his post at this time is to work on the Buraimi 0) . 
problemg Dept will recall that in 1952 Shaikh Turki was appointed Amir O- 


of Buraind where he remained untii 1955. Shaikh Turki will confer with 
Abdel Rahman AZZAM, political advisor to SAG who has recently been in 
Eastern Province. It is also probable Shaikh Turki will provide — 
primary Saudi liaison with the Gman’. rebel. le:ders, Tmam Ghaleh ibn 
ALI, Tadib bin ALI, Sulaiman win HIMYAR, and others reat dene" Danan, 
Ag an old and trusted friend of HeH. Amir Saud bin Jiluwi,y Shaikh Turki 
will undoubtedly romain an acilve membar of the Amir's Diwan {ort some. 
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Shaikh Ahmad Abdul JABBAR (PROTECT SOURCE), Deputy Chief Political ° 
Section diwan Prince Faisal, told Enboff Sept 28 that relations between O 
King Saud and Crown Prince stormy during past months, put currently improved. O 
King still determined reassume full executive powers if Prince Faisal ™~ 
should leave country. Unless agreement reached on appointment permanent — 
Deputy Prime Minister, Faisal will not leave country even though in need oO 
of a rest. Reported agreement on selection Prince Khalid bin Abdul Azis 1 
as Deputy Prime Minister vitiated by indecision Prince Khalid whether CN 
accept poste 0) 
O 
~ Jabbar says Crown Prince looks as badly as he did when he left for 
\e rest cure and medical treatment in Switzerland in October 1959. Long 
yest, rigid diet, and a more intensive medical treatment than the present 
| periodic ministrations of glucose desirable. He adds that Dr. Rashad 
‘\ | ‘PHARAON, Minister of Health and close friend Faisal, however» claims 
vl health Grown Prince basically sound and no need special medical treatment 
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On Saturday, October 29, 1960, Dr. Wendell PHILLIPS blew ane mee - few 
, ~-28 is his custom-- nae 
(I swore if he/ introduced himself as "Phillips of South Arabia" 1 would | 
introduce myself as “Campbell of Northern California," but he didn't. All his: 
ecard said was ‘economic Advisor and Kepresentetive for His Majesty the Sultan’ o e 
of Onan,") ; a 


: t cannot “pretend to repeat - the whole of Dr. Phillips' stream ‘of: claims; a ae 
boasts, declarations, assertions, pronunciamentos~-let alone recapture the . : _— 
12 


“- ynique atmosphere which this writer, archeologist, ‘prospector,’ traveler,: ‘explorer 


- Saudi. Government) chev on that for avuile,' 


promoter and dandvegon driver spins around his person, but Iwill try to reproduce | 


some of tne brighter flashes of color in the Phillipien kaleidoscope. : ey 
, re ee 
1. "siave you seen this Cvaving a copy of a newspaper announcing the. eon “oO 
inscription of the ‘Oman question’ on the UN agenda). ‘this is: serious...Now. the © 
Sultan has all the arab States ganged up. against him. > I think I can do something 7 
with, hing Idris...Nasser also. Nasser has been playing footsic with TO». you | 
know. He wants me to take over’ the western desert concession “again. , You -know oO 


I once had it.. vrilled $83 million. (Worth of ary howess: teers there, is Sth 1° Plenty) 
of room for furthet drilling." . . oe, 


2b. “Uny ‘Labyan fields. are ‘going great. They "12 bring in. 'a “hundred! and ratty 
thousand barrels ‘acday.. ‘aybe More (Here he spun off’ ‘statistics too rapid Lor 
my bemused intelligence to grasp.) Let Mrs tareki (Abdulia TaReel oil dviser to. 


3. “The Saudis are. behind this onan business. ‘They re trying, to get the 
British out. Now they say. the British have a Mandate over Cman.’:.What"S.ase 
mandate ‘anyways Oman isa: sovereign state. ‘And the United states: “Signed ‘a. 
treaty with the Sultan, proving it. “I. helped draft that ‘treaty by the. ways 


uate 


And I'm going to clash with George KENTa (aramco) on this one. You'l1, read about Q 
= 
‘ 


it. on the front page of the New York ‘Times wien _ <7 get: back fe. ‘the: ‘United 'S meetese 


_siCanpbeni/esr 
REPORTER 


Cor SIVENTIAL | 


“ACTION COPY - _ - DEPARTMENT or STATE 


| 


aes hy "O31 isn! '{ the key to ine Buraimi, question. : “rete a. -eonmunieations 
| c 


- £iqg“ures about oe UN vote which again eluded me.) The United. btates: abstained 


“epeaan Oceans | He helped the ‘United Sentes prenees 


te a “Long time." 


~ people trying to help him along. in- the: process, : ‘put he's still. car 


"(misadventures in the Yemen when he was _ excavating, ‘at: Mari? 


; a Clanton) 


enter... Whoever holds Buraimi has the key to all Oman. But the | ‘Sultan, ‘has 
10,000 tribesmen ready to fight for it. The Saudis are ‘sending: arms. “anto. ‘Oman" 


for the Tmame And land mines. Hundreds of then nave: blown “up, Fé 6 ely kA Ling. 
‘Cmanis. american mines : ; : 


(At “this weet Ihad a ‘chanae: to Gention: that. 1 had: ‘seen: the Sultan 
‘and that he seemed to take a pretty relaxed view of: the Cman question ‘before, cae 
the UN, Also that ‘the Sultan told me that only two. or three mings: had. | exploded. 
in Oman in recent months) 


Be "He told you that, dic he! ‘It going to have to ao Gonatnina tapout aiae, 
He doesn't ei the dangere He goes along | right up to-the brink: before he does — 
anything. ‘she last time he almost waited too long. (Here he rattled: off some |. oy Sh 


because of Aramco. Chey" re the. ones: Who were. behind it." 


‘be “Are ve going to open a Consulete in. Muscat? ‘worytiding') was. all get es H 
last year to open one, “You know why we're not? Aramco , stopped ate: “Shey. didn't 7 
want it. I sav the Middle Zast desk (sic) at the Enbassy at the: UK: “this” summer « 
He told me the Consulate wasn't opened because of lack of funds. “and because. 
the United States couldn't find a plot of land in Muscat, Vhen I: “told the” Sultan,, 
he told me to tell the Embassy he would give-us the land, and. that if: the’ United 


States ign t have the money to operate a sousuiev? ‘in Mus Cat, ne would give us 
the money." : 


coe remarked that: that would ibe: a cidane. situation as: ae as: ‘Dimew-=the ia 
United States being ae to operate & a VOnSHT Eo in any. foreign state.) 


7. “Itts not: the first time: Oman has. helped the United statess: ae oe 
Said bin TATHUR. back in ‘the beginning. of the 18th Century controlled: the whole 


ae Seangiud te: our ! Consul in “bha hran represents | us with: the Sultan.: 4 
scandal, iImagind, our. representative. to the Sultan physically. ‘stationed ina” 
belligerent: ‘state. Not that I he ave anything. against our Consul Generals | “there.” 
They have been first class... very: one of EBeme Kemenber Old. Max Bishop. JA. 
oro guy!" oh . ; 


: a ‘khen to1d pin: ‘Duabran: no: ‘Longer. had b responsibility for'¢ 
Nuseat, ‘that. I was United: States represéntative.). 2 


o Wiondertud., Worderfurs: “Thet'a yroat news. “Best news: I've! heard. in’ 


4 


“ass Wow! s “the Imam. (of vemen)? “He's bean: ‘dyind ‘for. year 


rying - on. 
have some unfinished’ business ‘to’ take up with ‘him. (a. reference. Z: presum 


sw pesaremene bie achacennon 5 cheat np ae tn eee 8 a aw yer 


cece te cee en Sb naieca RRL et tena RE A EBC R RAG CAE GEN 


Pare webs — 
a Desp. No.2! 


li. "i'm taking the sultan on 4 trip around tie vorid next year, Tlesntt 


made tne trip since 193¢. i vant him to see the new Fresident. Keep that part i 
about tne trip between you anu me, will you." ; 


St cetere, et cetera, et ceterh. 
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